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DJ BRISK: OVERVIEW 

 

 
 

 

DJ Brisk is a name synonymous with the dance scene; 
whether it’s as the Hardcore legend or as one half of 
the infamous Stimulant DJs, he is known to the old 
skool raver and the present day clubber.  This is one DJ 
who has helped shape the current world of dance and 
in the process, has rocked thousands of dance floors 
across the globe.  After 22 years of educating and 
satisfying crowds worldwide, his domination is 
stronger than ever and he certainly shows no signs of 
slowing down. Brisk started in an era where there was 
only one style of dance music; rave music, from which 
all forms of dance have now transpired in one-way or 
another. He is a DJ in every sense of the word, 
jamming, improvising, creating and delivering his 
music with technical excellence and style to his loyal 
and adoring audiences, educating them with the 
experience, knowledge and passion that is unique to 
Brisk; a master of turntablism and an influence to 
many! 
 
Brisk co-owns 3 formidable and massively successful 
record labels. His industrious work on the Next 
Generation and Blatant Beats labels have allowed them 
to stack the record shop shelves with over 200 
releases.  Throughout his ever expanding hardcore 
career, Brisk has also had numerous releases on other 
various top hardcore labels such as; Kniteforce, Man 
From Uncle, Remix Records, Universal, Slammin 
Vinyl, Low Spirit and Turbulence and Evolution 
Records. 
His talents don’t stop there.  With partner Ham as the 
Stimulant DJs, they have both produced for some of 
the UK’s largest dance labels such as Tidy Trax, 
Nukleuz and Honey Pot, as well as Vacuum, Kaktai, 
Mohawk, Babydoll, Infinity, and of course their own 
highly successful Stimulant label.  
2009 saw Brisk take out the “Best Hardcore Techno 
DJ” award at the prestigious Hardcore Heaven 
awards.  Many people would be satisfied by such 
impressive accomplishments, however Brisk’s desire to 
reach more people with his music whether through 
production or DJing, keeps him constantly pushing the 
boundaries in dance. 
 
 



 
 
 

THE LEGEND BEGINS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Nineham - aka ‘Brisk’ and one half of the 
‘Stimulant DJs’, grew up on the south coast. He was 
heavily into music from a very early age, listening to 
and taking inspiration from such diversities as Public 
Enemy and Kraftwerk.  Paul began his professional 
musical career in 1987 as a 15 year old at The Escape 
Club in Southampton. This was where he began his 
musical love affair and unleashed his own, unrestricted 
style of dance music, blending beats and harmonies to 
create a more advanced sound. This was the start of a 
dedication that was to continue to influence the dance 
scene and all those that followed it for many years to 
come.   
 
It was through these beginnings that Paul earned a 
residency at one the UK’s most respected clubs - Club 
Kinetic in Stoke on Trent.  Club Kinetic was a legend in 
it’s own right and home to many other well respected 
DJs such as the mighty Carl Cox, as well as Germany’s 
finest Sven Vath and Westbam. The honour of such a 
residency was at a time when achievements of this 
calibre were few and far between.  
 
His 4-year residency at Kinetic allowed him to be in a 
position where his voice as a DJ could be projected to 
hundreds of clubbers week in week out.  This further 
opened opportunities that lead to him being 
headhunted to perform regularly at other legendary 
events such as the colossal Dreamscape, Helter 
Skelter, Slammin Vinyl, United Dance, and 
Rezerection, all of which were dominating the harder 
end of the dance scene at the time. To this day, Brisk 
has made various regular guest appearances alongside 
other hardcore heroes such as Slipmatt, Ratpack 
Clarkee, Ellis Dee, Ham, Hixxy, Sy, Ultrabeat, Dougal, 
Gammer, Squad-e, Fracus, Marc Smith, Scott Brown, 
Kevin Energy, Sharkey, Scorpio, Darwin, and DJ Kurt, 
as well as hard dance legends Yoji, the Tidy Boys, 
Anne Savage, BK, Scott Atrill (Vinylgroover), Alex 
Kidd, the Organ Donors, Proteus and Scot Project, 
just to name a few.  
 
Brisk’s musical commitments have taken him all over 
the UK and throughout Europe, as well as across the 
continents to Japan, Canada, America and Australia.  
His international notoriety is largely due to his 
dedication to his work and his network of hardcore 
colleagues.  His global fan base consider him to be a 
God of hardcore, taking pleasure in his faultless, 
energetic and powerful mixing, along with his 
experienced and educated selection of tunes.  
 
In 1999 Paul was ranked 82nd in the DJ magazine’s 
top 100 DJs poll - a poll which was voted for by the 
readers. In 2007 he was also accredited with being 
ranked 14th out of 50 in the Loud Magazine DJ poll.  
This poll saw him rank in front of such acclaimed DJs 
as Sven Vath, Andy C, BK and Scot Project. With the 
worlds biggest and best DJs providing such fierce 
competition, these achievement are an incredible 
honour to any DJ throughout their career. 
2009 saw Brisk take out the “Best Hardcore Techno 
DJ” award at the prestigious Hardcore Heaven 
awards. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRODUCER & LABEL 
OWNER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul’s achievements and involvement in the dance 
scene has heavily influenced the sounds and styles we 
hear today. At a time when house music was becoming 
harder and more bouncy, Paul’s comprehensive musical 
knowledge and experience helped shape a new sound 
that we know today as hard house.  Under the alter ego 
of the Stimulant DJs, Brisk and music comrade Ham 
made an explosive impact into another branch of the 
ever-evolving dance scene from which Paul had 
originated. After a string of successful releases for the 
Stimulant DJs, one of the hard house scenes’ leading 
agencies; Tidy DJ Management, soon snapped them 
up, proving yet again that Brisk is a DJ who can turn 
his hand to whatever he chooses and is not bound by 
musical limitations.  Under the Stimulant title, Paul 
educated and elevated dance floors from every corner 
of the UK with his up-tempo, effervescent and 
emotively uplifting hard house, NRG and trance.  As he 
has done with his hardcore career, Paul has also 
successfully represented the UK worldwide under the 
Stimulant guise, from Ibiza, Holland, to all parts of 
America and Australia, taking them by storm and 
holding down some notable residences.  These tours 
lead to the propagation of various mix compilations 
specifically for the Antipodean territories, including 
having the honour of launching the International DJ 
series with Hard Kandy, one of the southern 
hemisphere’s biggest and best clubs. This compilation 
added another notch to Paul’s international portfolio of 
mixed compilations for some of hard houses’ most 
popular labels and events. 
 
 
 
 
Having cut his teeth in production back in 1992, Paul’s 
first release on Man From Uncle Records achieved 
2000 sales, which, even by today’s standards, shows 
that he has an unquestionable gift and knowledge of 
what music buyers and club goers want. Production 
gave Paul a fresh artistic and creative outlet and he 
soon become highly sought after remixer and producer 
for predominant hardcore labels such as Evolution, 
Kniteforce, Impact, Stormtrooper, Universal, Remix 
Records, Slammin Vinyl, Infinity, Low Spirit and TWO 
Records.  Brisk now had the power to be able to 
influence the dance floors with his own creations.  His 
ever-increasing desire to develop his own style of 
production, without stereotypes or limitations, 
instigated the joining of Brisk and hardcore buddy Ham 
to create the now infamous Next Generation Records, 
which they set up in 1996. To date, the Next 
Generation Records label has achieved almost 100 
releases.  The label has grown into being a flagship 
label within the scene and has a dedicated and loyal 
community of followers. As a further channel of 
production to support their high productivity of tracks, 
a sister label to Next Generation was conceived a year 
later in 1997.  Blatant Beats, with it’s own extensive 
catalogue of over 80 releases, has also gained respect 
as a hardcore label worldwide. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul’s unique blend of punishing kicks, affluent 
melodies and eclectic arrangements, incorporating 
both the darker and more cheeky, bouncy sounds, are 
an integral part in any hardcore DJ’s set. Having 
working alongside various and well-respected artists 
such as Fracus, Vagabond, Scott Brown, Kevin 
Energy, Stormtrooper, Vinylgroover, Fade, Devastate 
and Trixxy, Paul has been able to explores all areas of 
his productive scope. 
 
Paul’s remixing touch has also found fame with the 
chart topping ‘Shooting Star’, with both a Stimulant 
remix and a DJ Brisk hardcore mix.  Brisk’s hardcore 
mix was selected to represent one of hardcore’s largest 
selling albums during it’s TV advertising campaign, 
and was also requested by Konami for license to the 
whole of South East Asia for the massive Dance 
Revolution arcade game. 
 
Various pieces of Paul’s work are also a regular 
highlight on many hardcore compilations.  His success 
as a DJ and producer have lead him to mix a number of 
distinguished compilations including the highly 
acclaimed ‘Hardcore Euphoria’ album released by 
Ministry of Sound, and ‘Come And Have A Go If You 
Think You’re Hardcore’, which appeared on the cover 
of the December issue of Mixmag in 2002 and was the 
first CD of this genre to be represented.  More recently, 
Brisk has mixed the world-renowned Bonkers 17 
album and v3 & v4 of the Hardcore Underground 
series.  Brisk has also mixed a number of widely 
acclaimed albums for overseas markets. 
 
After 6 years of hard work and progression in the 
studio, Brisk and partner Ham released their first 
album “The Collection v1: Hi-Octane Hardcore 
Music”.  After the success of the first release, ‘The 
Collection v2 & v3’ soon followed.  These double 
albums consist of upfront and pounding tracks - some 
of which are known and loved anthems, others 
previously unreleased future anthems.  The albums are 
an insightful journey into the years of hard work, love 
and passion for music that Brisk and Ham possess and 
it was a way of giving something back to their loyal 
and adoring fan base. The albums have received rave 
reviews and strong industry support from DJ’s and 
followers across the world. 
 
Stimulant Records was born in 1999 with the first few 
releases experimenting with a more trance-based 
flavour. An ever-evolving label, Stimulant began to 
create it’s own particular definition of hard house, 
which caught the attention of one of the scenes 
founding hard house labels - Tidy Trax.  Paul and 
Ham, working together as the Stimulant DJs, were 
responsible for 2 of the biggest hard house anthems of 
their time, both of which were released on Tidy Trax. 
‘Hoovertime’ and ‘Are You Serious’ both gained a 
credible position in the top 100 charts by pushing 
sales of each release to over 15,000 copies.   
 
 



Paul also has many popular remixes to his name
including various hard house classics such as Die
Witness ʻObserving Earthʼ released on Tidy Trax,
ʻFreefallʼ on Mohawk Records alongside Yoji
Biomehanika, as well as the vastly renowned dance
anthem by Signum ʻWhat You got for Meʼ, also on
Tidy Trax.

The Stimulant DJs have maintained their respected
and credible position throughout the transitions of
hard house into what is now known as hard dance,
proving that the Stimulant sound is flexible and has a
significant and identifiable signature. Stimulant DJs
are highly esteemed throughout the scene for their top
quality production. Intelligent arrangements deliver an
inimitable blend of percussion, vocals, melodies and
driving bass lines. Paul ensures he sustains the unique
qualities in his Stimulant production that have
guaranteed his success in the Hardcore market.
Stimulant Records now boasts a catalogue of over 40
releases, all of which have appeared regularly in the
charts of many DJs across the planet. The label has
grown and developed to become one of the most
successful hard dance labels, maintaining consistency
and an ethos of quality, not quantity.

Just as it has with hardcore, Paulʼs work under the
Stimulant title has earned it places on a range of top
compilations from Lisa Lashesʼs Hardhouse
Euphoria, Nukleuz Hardhouse Anthems, Yoji
Biomehanikaʼs NRG Essence II, as well as various
other Tidy Trax mix albums.

As one of the busiest DJs of today, Brisk continues his
DJ dominance that began over two decades ago -
moonlighting from DJ Brisk the undisputed hardcore
legend to hard dance heavy weight; Stimulant DJs.
Each weekend he dons the decks and commands the
dance floors, whether it is Manchester or Melbourne,
London or LA, 150 or 20,000 people, this is one DJ
that provides a hard-earned weekend escape and good
solid dose of dance fuelled serenity for the people!


